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Artistic extremes

* In a dance perform-
ance Dbilled simply as
Document, Japanese-
trained Tess de Quincey
last Friday executed an
extraordinary responseto
Ruark Lewis’ installation
at Watch This Space.

With the gallery tied
up in a giant’s cat’s cra-
dle, the space was more
than difficult to negotiate.
De Quincey used this to
maximum effect, creating
ametaphorofdamage (to

land and body) that was’

mesmerising yet painful.

Lewis’ work con-

trasted movement over

L

land on agrand scale - the -
virtually unbounded pos-

sibilities of flight repre

sented asimaginary jour- -
neys on a map - com- .
pared to more halting:

progress or foot, experi-

enced very physically as -
the audience picked their

way through the strings.

De Quincey intro-
duced a very strong resp-
nance of female vulner-
ability into this. Clothed
only inatransparent rain-
coat, dowsed in water
which made red paint
“bleed” around her shoul-
dersandbreasts, herface
transfixed in an expres-
sion of broken spirited-

ness, she moved agonis- -

ingly through the web of
strings and along the floor

into an area where Lewis

had shattered china cups.

This was a perform-
ance of exceptional po-
tency, where it seemed
that the energy of two art-
ists feeding off one an-
other intensified expc

nentially. In the Alice

Springs context, it's an-
other feather in the cap of
Watch This Space.




